
Accident /Incident Report Closed C•BASF 
Vr/~ L rt!j'le d n~•' .b.tt ;' 

Unit/Department Report Number 

South Operation-Elyria 0084-SOPS-14-0007 

Incident Location Team Leader I Supervisor Reported By 
·-------·---··--··- --------~-----~---- -·- ···· . . ·-·--·····- ---'-----! 

Terrance Vanderbosch Rory O'Donnell 

Title of Event (Limit to 90 characters) -~------~:::: & Health ~--·-·- ·t:~~;;~:~:G~p; ·~---
0 Environmental 

. -- -- ---........--- ~ - -~ -~~ ~~- -

Nox release in Building 31. 

Incident Classification 

0 Near Miss 

0 Process Safety 

0 Injury /Illness 

r:8J Spill/ Release 

0 Permit I Regulatory Deviation 

0 Fire 

0 Odor Complaint 

Describe Event I What Happened . · 

0 Property Loss 

0 Citation I NOV 

0 Health Exposure 

0 Inspection 

D Major Incident 

D Non-Occupational 

DRMP 

D Contractor 

0 Contractor Injury I Illness 

D Contract Injury /Illness 

DPSM 

0 Plant Upset 

D EHS Management System Failure 

0 Other 

----'----~·------··--· .. 

Calciner # 1 feed hopper was allowed to run empty causing a visible amount of yellow NoX gas to be released through 
the mouth of feed hopper 1 on the second floor of Bldg 31. This resulted in the evacuation of the building and a callout 
of the site ERT . 

... _- - --· · ·-.. --------- · 
Immediate Corrective Action or Response 

Sack of product dropped Into feed hopper stemming flow of gas. Evac alarm hit. 
----

Hopper not refilled. Calclner allowed to run empty. Slide gate left open. 
------~----····- .. -· ----

[s"Piii-~~i~-~s~Type(s) .. .. ·JN;;n RQ Spill/ Release ] 

I ~~;o:~c:l~~~~~:~;:~x) .. . .. u ·-='-~;~~~4~0 -:· J;~~ s'tite i t~r1 'I ~--L~n"~·-· -1-~:~~~-'T-:c ___ ~.~~~~l~~~~] 
~~;~~d~:~::1 

____ ... -- ~~~;::~d!o ~j~ """''=" " r+~~p~-~~t~~~:·=· =· ==~~~. I wiri(foi-re-ct-io...,n-~--.-.~=r~~~cf's~d: ···"I 

~~~~~~~~~~~;~ ~o N9~~~~~ f;~d -~op~·:;·~~~- ~pty because no ~~:r.~~~~ wa~~ssigned t: ·t~-:~;~?: __ l 
rcoritritiuting Causes .. -- - . I RooUPrimary Causes -. . ... . 

N~ operator assii~ed-to #1 RC e. ve .. n.thoug. h the 118o- lm .. me. d. i;te- ..... "181-=-P-r-ep_a_r_a_tio_n _ __ 1 83--~ J~b Plan L TA 
job was running. ] Supervision 
CRT continued to operate tt!e c"a."iciner even 1192 ---· ·--·. . 194 - No --·--·· . 197. Communication Between 
~hough there was no operator assigned to the Communications Commun .... i .. c.ation or Shifts and Management LTA 
JOb. Not Timely 
Calcjner operatorSShO"UTCi'h"aVe"re·~iijZCCfihafthe·· ""1"63 ·-~- -T~~-i-~r;;g··-- 170 .. T;aining L TA 175- On-the-Job Tr~inin·g···L. TA 
feed hopper was running empty even though 
the extruder operator is generally responsible 
for keeping the feed hopper empty. 

= ========='===-=======-=: .. · -·- . 
Explanation of Root Causes 
!----~·~--------·-....... 
180/181/183- Previous shift GL's create line up for the next shift. #1RC was running during the previous shift but there 
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was no operator assigned to that job for the upcoming shift. 
192/1941197- CRT likely assumed there was someone running the calciner even though there was no one specified on 
the line up. 
163/1701175- Experienced operators will know to feed the calciner based on sounds that the feed hopper makes when 
running empty. This would have been a sign prior to the calciner NOxing to load the hopper. 

Any known or potential_~_::~~~2mp~~~s?_~ _ [N..?~~ -~~~- .. J.P.S~ l~cident? No ....... __ j EstimatedC3s.t: ~~~OOo:oo·us·o·--··" 
Investigation Team I .. J .. ·o······h····n···· Bodmann; Rory. O-Donnell; R .. ay···mon·d· ·A···· Navarro; Jefferson Lewis; Davi.d P 

_ ~lien; Justin Quach; Jennifer ~ailey; John _R_ Crawf~~d _ ... __ ~~ 

lmte I Corrective Adion(s) to prevent recurrence Responsible Person I Target ! Final I' VC VE 
Date 1 Closed Re Re _ _ _ __ __ __ _ I j Date I q q 

1 18: GL's to discuss possibility of moving shift to Dennis LucasiNNBASF -·- ... 0········-1.-l.-.. 3 .. 112.-0141 0. 2. 107/20141 N N I 
assure overlap for better hand off and 
communication. 

£"1 ii'R~,;~ """""-"' "'""'"•"• •• ,;.. o;,;;.,p .. -·- - ·- -- ------- "o2m412o14 r1212011 N N 
makes sense. Allen/BASF-CATAL YSTS/BASF 

3-1-B: Once NO~ checkll;t is -~~~pl;t~d.~eview u~l Dennis Lucas/NNBASF - ~~ -~~ OV0712"o14 03i01J2014 N~N 
GL's to assure understanding and compliance. 
Calciners should not be started without checklist 
in hand. 

l
-~48."" Talk~L;~d~rship Team ab~ut;~itin~ R-;;~-0-Do~-;;;11/NNBASF I 02/07/2014 02t14/io-.f41 ·N-j N 

process as part of weekly Safety Walks. L T 'j I 
j signs off to verify this was complete. [ 

------ -- --~~~-- ~-- ~- ~- ~ .... ~- - _I_ --~~~~ ~-~- ~-
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